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Russian Leadership Ministries

Preparing Leaders for the Church in Russia




“Remember how the Lord your God led you

to humble and test you in order to know

Dear Friends,

As | reflect during this Thanksgiving season on
all that God has accomplished through this
ministry over these past years, | am mostly
thankful for the prayers and support of so many
faithful friends and churches across the United
States.

This means you.

This year has brought a testing of our
programming through COVID and further
Russian government restrictions. Nevertheless,
our prayer is not only for these current leaders,
but those who will now and in future years come
to saving faith.

God is working through these special ministry
partnerships, allowing us to sponsor in new
ways the equipping of pastors, church planters,
and ministry workers across Russia to teach
others about the love and hope of Jesus Christ.

This strategic ministry is helping transform lives
across this vast part of the world, where millions
are still waiting to hear the Gospel!

Gratefully in Christ,

Dale A. Kemp
President

RLM Board and Staff: Dr. Daniel
Block, Dr. lan M. Chapman
(Emeritus), Ted Rodgers, Dale
Kemp (Chair), Brian Petak, Jaynn
Tobias-Johnson, Lisa Fowler, Ken
Kemp, and Tom MacAdam.

all the way in the wilderness...

Here’'s what God has done
through Russian Leadership
Ministries in 2020:

Total current enrolled students:
970 ministry leaders received
training at Moscow Theological
Seminary (MTS) and the 13 regional
training centers across Russia#

By program -
" MTS: 525
" Regional Learning Centers: 445
" Correspondence Programs
(distance learning): 529
" Total: 1,499#

Concentrations -

" Pastoral Theology$
" Youth Leadership $
" Christian Education$
" Counseling$

" Religion and Laws$

" Missions#

Religion in Russia:
" Population 144 million
" Evangelical Christians - 250,000#

Why Our Mission

" Decades of persecution and
evangelical flight$

" Decades of missing Biblical and
theological education$

" Evangelical Christians less than 1%
of population $

" The evangelical church a restricted
“uno%cial religion” $

" Vast majority of villages and towns
have no evangelical church$
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Moscow Seminary students, faculty and sta&

are grateful for YOU - the RLM leadership team and

partners - for your faithful prayer and financial support.

Our new and existing leaders and missionaries of

evangelical churches in Russia all thank you so very

much! §
Moscow Theological Seminary continues to

minister as part of the Russian Union: this is good

news. In June 2020 our subsidiary seminary - the

Theological Seminary in Moscow (TSM) - secured an

educational license. Our first students began their

studies in September. It is heartening progress for

development and preparation of leaders for our Russian churches. $
The programs of TSM are in the process of update and upgrade. This

new generation of leaders will receive first-rate training. We are as

enthusiastic as ever - and deeply grateful. $

' ' ' - Reverend Peter Mitskevich$

' Professor Daniel Block, Ph.D., a valued RLM
Board Member, was the Gunther H. Knoedler
Professor of Old Testament at Wheaton College from
2005 to 2017. In his retirement, he maintains a
vigorous teaching schedule not only at Wheaton, but
all over the United States and Canada. As an
ambassador for RLM, he’s made several trips to
Russia. Board members are advisors to the Seminary
Board.$

A specialist on the Book of Deuteronomy.$
Dan calls it “The Gospel According to Moses.” One attendee put it this way:
“Tonight Dr. Block is teaching the pastors on Biblical Worship. People we read of
in Scripture and in history fall on their face before the presence of God. They
worship with homage and awe. It’s not the externals, it’s not about feelings, it’s
about a heart overwhelmed by the greatness and mercy of God.” §

Dr. Block likes to quote President Peter Mitskevich, “We have challenges,
but we also have opportunities.” For this report, Dan notes the COVID crisis,
some administrative changes, the move toward distance learning, the

government inspections, all of them have
presented us with serious challenges. $

But knowing the Russian leadership as
he does, he is optimistic about the strategies
that have emerged and inspired by the$
unshakable commitment to our mission. §

“These may appear to be hindrances,”
said Dr. Block, “but clearly, they have
motivated our Russian team to step up, to
build alliances, to intensify the e&ort and to
pray fervently. We all have a renewed
understanding of The Kingdom and its
purposes - and God’s heart for the people of
Russia." §

Our!2021 goals:

To expand sustainable distance
and online training programs to
remotely - located pastors and
ministry leaders. This will require
newer technology initiatives.
Increase student enrollment in all
existing locations toward a goal of
2,000 men and women equipped for
vital ministry. $

To return to licensed programs
from the previous church-
sponsored approach. This will
require additional legal resources
resulting in a broader enroliment.

To extend essential biblical,
theological, and practical ministry
o&erings to new regional training
centers.

To continue development of church
planting and mission programs,
for emerging leaders dedicated to
starting new churches $

To partner with churches and other
evangelical institutions across
Russia in developing and discipling
new leaders $

To wisely respond to increased
governmental restrictions  in the
educational, religious and
evangelistic activities of the ministry.

The ministry needs:

Pastors - to lead local churches
Christian Educators - to reach
adult church leaders$

Youth Leaders - to reach the next
generation

Counselors - to deal with
addictions, abuse and families
Church Planters - to launch new
churches.$

The Theological Seminary in
Moscow now has programs to train
and equip all these church and
ministry leaders.
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